Claims 



We Claim: 

1 . A system comprising: 

a common carrier interface enabling a user to create a booking request, submit the 
booking request to any entity registered with the system and receive confirmation of the 
booking request jfrom the any entity. 

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein the booking request is created from a 
template stored on the conmion carrier system, wherein the template was created by the 
user prior to the creation of the booking request. 

3. The system according to claim 1, wherein the booking request is created from a 
previously drafted booking stored on the common carrier system, wherein the drafted 
booking was created by the user or any other user prior to the creation of the booking 
request. 

4. The system according to claim 3, wherein the previously drafted booking was a 
confirmed booking request that was confirmed by at least one of the registered entities 
prior to the user or the any other user creating the booking request. 

5. The system according to claim 1, wherein the booking request includes a section 
which enables the user to request a container be transported, wherein the container is 
transported from an inland origin to a vessel, the container is loaded onto the vessel, the 
container is transported by the vessel to an intermit location, the container is discharged 
from the vessel and the container is delivered to an inland destination. 
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6. The system according to claim 1, wherein the user and the registered entity 
negotiated shipping costs prior to die user submitting the booking request. 

7. The system according to claim 1, wherein the user and the registered entity never 
negotiated shipping costs prior to the user submitting the booking request. 

8. The system according to claim 7, wherein the user is a new customer of the 
registered entity. 

9. A system comprising: 

a common carrier interface enabling a user to create a booking request, submit the 
booking request to any entity registered with the system and receive confirmation of the 
booking request from the any entity, wherein the system, responsive to confirmation from 
the registered entity to the user and registered entity data, enables the user to track and 
trace a container. 

10. The system according to claim 9, wherein the user is capable of tracking and 
tracing multiple containers transported by multiple registered entities using the common 
carrier system. 

11. The system according to claim 9, wherein the registered entities transport goods 
for the user. 
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12. The system according to claim 10, wherein the registered entities transport goods 
for the user. 

13. A system comprising: 

a conmion carrier interface enabling a user to create a booking request, submit the 
booking request to any entity registered with the system and receive confirmation of the 
booking request from the any entity, wherein tiie system, responsive to confirmation from 
the registered entity to the user and registered entity data, generates event notification 
messages. 

14. The system according to claim 13, wherein the user determines when the system 
should notify the user of an event. 

15. The system according to claim 14, wherein the event is a non-event, 

16. The common carrier system according to claim 15, wherein the common carrier 
system notifies the user of the non-event after a predetermined time period has lapsed and 
the event has not occurred, wherein the user determines the predetermined time period. 
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